
Rodney Vincent
New Zealand South Island Tour
8-17 November 2010
Rodney Vincent invites you to join him on a fully 
escorted tour to the South Island of New Zealand
Share with Rodney the magic and splendour of the South Island of New 
Zealand from the Canterbury Plains to the majestic fi ordlands, Milford 
Sound to the great lakes, the spectacular glaciers on the West Coast and 
travel onboard the Tranz Alpine train, one of the great train journeys in 
the world. Not-to-be-missed travel experience with great company and 
good friends.

Contact

1300 551 997
www.goseetouring.com

10 days/nights
Departures from
Brisbane, Sydney
and Melbourne.
* Terms & conditions apply.

From

$2,999*

per person twin share

 

Go See Touring 13/71 Racecourse Road, Ascot Qld 4007 Australian Travel Agent’s Licence No. 3198772

Travel notes
GETTING THERE:
! Jetstar flies up to 28 times weekly to Christchurch from Melbourne and 

Sydney. A one-way JetSaver Light fare at Jetstar.com starts from $179 from 
Melbourne and Sydney. Once in Christchurch, passengers can travel on 
Jetstar’s domestic New Zealand network to Wellington, Auckland or 
Queenstown. For more information, visit Jetstar.com or phone 13 15 38.

! There are more than 20 flights daily direct from Auckland, Wellington and 
Christchurch. Air New Zealand operates flights from Christchurch to Nelson 
eight times daily. It is a 50-minute flight visit www.airnewzealand.com.au

STAYING THERE:
! Indulge in a short break at Split Apple Hideaway, a luxury beachside four-

level secluded residence with four bedrooms. Phone: +64 3 526 6733 or 
visit www.splitapplehideaway.co.nz

DINING:
! Hopgoods Bar and Restaurant Nelson, visit www.hopgoods.co.nz
THINGS TO DO:
! Wine, Art and Wilderness Tours offer tailored tours to boutique family- 

owned wineries and visits to artists, combined with detailed information 
about the wilderness, visit www.wineartandwilderness.co.nz

WINERIES:
! Neudorf Vineyard, visit www.neudorf.co.nz
! Golden Hills Estates, visit www.goldenhillsestates.co.nz
ARTISTS:
! Katie Gold and Owen Bartlett — pottery, visit www.nelsonpotters.co.nz/

profile/katie-gold
! Brian Strong — artist with studio/gallery, visit www.briancstrong.co.nz
! See the Abel Tasman Park up close and personal with Able Tasman 

Shuttles, visit www.abeltasmanseashuttles.co.nz
! For more information visit www.newzealand.com
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There’s no place like Nelson on 
New Zealand’s South Island with 
its reputation for warm weather 
and cultural delights, writes 
SUE WALLACE.

PLACE IN THE SUN
SHORT  STAYS

SOBER Haven Bali has announced plans for an “Eat, Pray, Love” 
vacation retreat at its picturesque sober sanctuary tucked in 
the same spiritual island paradise where actress Julia Roberts 
retraced writer Elizabeth Gilbert’s spiritual journey in her 2006 
best-selling book.

Located in Seminyak on the west coast of this “Island of the 
gods”, Sober Haven Bali offers luxury accommodation combined 
with 12-step support for the ultimate safe and sober vacation.

Sober Haven guests will have opportunities to meet with 
Balinese spiritual teachers and immerse themselves in Balinese 
cultural offerings such as the Kecak Dance Tour, one of the 
Island’s most fascinating and powerful cultural exhibitions. 

Sober Haven is also surrounded by a wide choice of boutique 
shopping, international dining and artistic offerings.

For more information visit www.soberhavenbali.com

BALI

Safe and sober
 Find inner peace on the beaches of Bali in an environment 

that is conducive to eating, praying and loving.

NOVOTEL Forest Resort 
Creswick offers the  
ultimate Father’s Day 
gift for golf-mad dads. 

The Robert Allenby- 
designed course also 
features superb accom-
modation in relaxing 
bush surrounds.

Treat dad to a Stay 
and Play package from 
$260 per night which 
includes two rounds of 
18 holes of golf with 
complimentary motor-
ised cart hire plus over-
night accommodation 
for two in a king room. 

If mum needs a 
getaway as well then 
the Putt and Pamper 
accommodation pack-
age provides one round 
of golf and a $50 
credit in the Novotel’s 
boutique day spa from 
$240 per night.

Visit www.novotel.
forestresort.com.au

FATHER’S DAY

Dads to tee off

 Take a swing at this deluxe golf geta-
way this September for Father’s Day.

ABOVE:  Split Apple Hideaway is 
the perfect place to experience a 
luxurious New Zealand holiday.

IT is a sunny day in Nelson but it is hardly 
surprising — this slice of paradise in New Zea-
land’s South Island has a reputation for clock-
ing up the largest number of sunshine hours in 
the country.

Visitors are almost assured of blue skies even in 
the middle of winter and it is rarely wet — the area 
only records about 96cm of rain annually.

Located at the northern end of the South Island, 
Nelson is also well-known for its music, arts and 
crafts.

More than 350 artists, craftspeople and musicians 
live in the area, seeking inspiration from the great 
scenery, laid-back lifestyle and brilliant sunshine, 
which totals about 2400 hours a year.

Named after Admiral Horatio Nelson, who defeated 
both the French and Spanish fl eets at the Battle 
of Trafalgar in 1805, many of Nelson’s streets are 
named after people and ships of that era.

Nelson is one of New Zealand’s oldest towns and 
was founded by the New Zealand Company in 1842. 

It expanded rapidly after the discovery of gold in 
the 1860s.

Nelson became a household name when it hosted 
the fi rst annual Wearable Art Awards and today 
there’s a museum, the World of Wearable Art, that 
showcases some of the winning designs that helped 
put the area on the map.

Its other claim to fame is that the fi rst rugby match 
in New Zealand took place at the Botanic Reserve in 
Nelson on May 14, 1870, between the Nelson Football 
Club and Nelson College.

Surrounded by mountains on three sides and the 
Tasman Sea on the other, it is the gateway to the 
picturesque Abel Tasman National Park, Kahurangi 
National Park, and Lakes Rotoiti and Rotoroa in the 
Nelson Lakes National Park.

The city has a great charm about it and features 
many well-preserved Victorian wooden houses, espe-
cially in South Street, which is renowned as being of 
great heritage signifi cance.

The steep streets provide great views over Nelson 
and out to sea.

The town square boasts a striking Gothic cathe-
dral and there are lots of interesting shops and cafes 
around, perfect for people watching. 

The “One Ring” in the Lord of the Rings fi lm trilogy 
was designed in Nelson.

The city, which has the largest fi shing port in Aus-
tralasia, is known for its fresh seafood, scallops and 
mussels caught daily in Tasman Bay.

Wine is also another speciality and you will fi nd 
many boutique vineyards around Nelson set in the 
most stunning scenery with the mountains in the 
background and the sea in the foreground.

Craft brewers and gourmet food producers are also 
springing up and as you drive around you can pick up 
some tasty produce at farm gates in return for a few 
coins dropped in the honesty box. 

One of the most stunning areas just a short drive 
from Nelson is Split Apple Rock, named after a rock 
close to shore that looks exactly like an apple cut in 
half.

The Maori name for Split Apple Rock is Toko 
Ngawa which means burst open rock.

Split Apple is 65km from Nelson and the nearest 
town is Motueka which is 23km away — there is also 
the small town of Kaiteriteri which is only 6.5km 
away, where you will fi nd a general store, petrol and 
a cafe. It is a beautiful place to explore, with a host 
of stunning beaches, granite cliffs, native forests and 
breathtaking scenery.

Abel Tasman National Park, established in 1942, is 
renowned for its golden beaches, sculptured granite 
cliffs, and world-famous Abel Tasman Coast Track. It 

is named after Abel Tasman, who in 1642 became the 
fi rst European explorer to sight New Zealand.

It is a beautiful part of the world and if you are 
looking for luxury and seclusion, Split Apple Hide-
away is perfect with a magnifi cent ocean panorama 
and private access to a secluded beach.

From the moment you step through the huge 
wooden door you enter a different world.

Built by Nelson resident and developer Alan Trent, 
it has ocean views from each of its four amazing 
levels.

Its four plush suites, living areas and expansive 
outdoor deck overlook a picturesque bay and secluded 
400m beach at Venture Cove. Guests have exclusive 
access to the beach via a private walkway. 

Each suite has a vast private bathroom, deep 
spa bath and fl at screen television with movies on 
demand.

The Italian furniture and modern art collection 
which features original Christian Lassen seascapes 
and pieces by Douglas Volk and American pop-cul-
ture icon Peter Max add a magic touch. 

Split Apple Hideaway recently won the New Zea-
land Master Builders of the Year and Bathroom of 
the Year awards.

The gourmet kitchen is any cook’s dream, stocked 
with the freshest of the country’s produce and with 
Miele cooking appliances and coffee machine at 
guests’ fi ngertips. 

There’s also an impressive wine selection with the 
best New Zealand sauvignon blancs and pinot noirs 
on offer. 

The house comes with a car to explore the sur-
rounding wine country. Itineraries can be arranged 
or guests can just retreat from the world, in total 
privacy for your entire stay. 

The 500sq m home, which is often rented out by ce-
lebrities, blends into a beautiful native bush setting. 

Chances are you will be tempted to stay put, but 
there is much to do in the area including a trip with 
Abel Tasman Sea Shuttles. We are picked up at Split 
Apple Beach for an afternoon of exploration of the 
beautiful and iconic Abel Tasman National Park. 

On our way we enjoy a closer view of Split Apple 
Rock, fur seals, golden sands and the crystal-clear 
waters of Torrent, Bark, Tonga, Awaroa and 
Totaranui Beaches.

The Abel Tasman is New Zealand’s smallest but 
most popular national park.

If you enjoy walking you could tackle the 52km 

Abel Tasman Coast Track that offers easy walking, 
as it follows the coastline over granite cliffs, through 
beech forest and long, golden sandy beaches. The 
sheltered azure waters of the Abel Tasman coastline 
also make it popular to explore by kayak. 

Another great day out is with Noel Kennedy of 
Wine, Art and Wilderness, who takes us to three 
boutique wineries and some great art studios.

We visit the picturesque Neudorf Vineyard, a small 
family-owned winery with an international reputa-
tion for chardonnay, pinot noir, riesling and sauvi-
gnon blanc.

We also visit a relatively new winery, Golden Hills 
Estate, set on the edge of the Waimea Plains where 
the Marr family grow grapes for excellent wines 
crafted by renowned winemaker Michael Brown.

On our art trail we stop off at clay artist Katie Gold 
at Upper Moutere. She says she draws her inspira-
tion from the countryside and creates vivid candle 
holders and bowls in a kaleidoscope of colours.

Nelson artist Brian C Strong is our next stop and 
shows us his impressive work.

Our tour leader Noel says he is passionate about 
the area and after a few days in the Nelson region, it 
is easy to see why.

ABOVE: The sheltered waters of the Abel Tasman 
coastline makes it popular for kayakers.

The beautiful Lake Rotoiti 
is a highlight of Nelson 
Lakes National Park.


